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ranging from 0.5 to 2.0 Ms. The turn-on time
of the pump was adjusted so that its leading

edge corresponded smoothly with the lead-
ing edge of the signal pulse. The pump power

was held constant at 1.5-watts peak for all
cases. It will be noted that regardless of the

pump pulse width the parametric coupling

apparently occurs only during the initial
turn-on time of the pump.

The character of the leading and trailing
edges of this “spike gain” phenomenon can

be seen more clearly in the expanded oscillo-
scope photograph shown in Fig. 2. Although
the true response time of the magnetoelastic
interaction process is probably masked by

the relatively narrowband (10 Me/s) IF

amplifier employed in the experimental ar-

rangement, the observed transient suggests

a very rapid initial buildup, followed by an
exponential relaxation. Noise fluctuations on

the tail of the decay inhibited any detailed
observations of a ringing effect, which is sug-
gested by the slight undershoot in the ampli-
fied pulses of Fig. 1.

It should also be pointed out that by us-
ing a suitably narrow signal pulse, the

amplification can be made to take place for
the entire pulse duration. As can be seen
from Fig. 2, the width of the amplified por-

tion of the signal pulse at the half-power

points is about 0.5 ,US. If superimposed on a
signal pulse less than 1-,us wide, amplifica-

tion effectively occurs over the entire pulse.

Amplification of elastic waves by means of
the “spike gain” phenomenon have resulted
in electronic gains of 55 dB at room temper-

ature, thus far.

One further experiment that was per-

formed is illustrated by the series of oscillo-
scope photos shown in Fig. 3. In this case,

the pump pulse width was held constant at

0.5 ps and the pump turn-on time, as repre-
sented by the upper trace in each photo, was
smoothly varied across the width of the

signal pulse. In Fig. 3(a) the leading edge of
the pump pulse corresponds with the lead-
ing edge of the signal pulse. Figures 3(b),

(c), and (d) select out successive y later por-
tions of the signal pulse including the trailing
edge. Finally, in Fig. 3(e) only the elastic
wave noise pulses is visible in the absence of
any interaction with a coherent signal.

This latter experiment demonstrates the
feasibility of achieving a coherent variable

delay that is electronically controllable

through the turn-on time of the pump. By
maintaining the input signal power just be-

low the output level of detectability, the

leading edge of the pump pulse might be
used as a sensitive probe to raise the desired

portion of the signal pulse out of the noise
level. It is to be noted that the process de-
scribed differs from the variable time delay
of microwave pulse echoes reported by
Damon and van de Vaart4 for spin waves.
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Linear Tuning of a Microwave

Cavity

The usual tuning devices used with
microwave cavities have pronounced non-

linear (frequency vs. probe position) char-

acteristics because of their operation in non-
uniform fields. The arrangmentl described
here encloses a small tuning probe with a
dielectric sleeve of such shape as to improve

Fig. 1. Tuning probe enclosed in specially-shaped
dielectric sleeve.
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Fig. 2. Dimensional drawing of sleeve
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Fig. 3. Improvement in linearity of tuning rate over
a range of t 0.1 inch, expressed in per cent of tun-
ing rate at center of cavity.
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the uniformity of the field around the probe
and consequently the linearity of tuning

over a useful range of operation.

General physical characteristics are
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The Vycor capillary
has characteristics similar to fused quartz

with a dielectric constant of approximately

3.8 and a very low dissipation factor.

Basically, the tuning probe is enclosed
by more of the dielectric material in regions
where the electric field would tend to be

lower. This material concentrates the field
in these regions and results in a uniform

field over tbe desired range.
The choice of dimensions was arrived at

empirically, and the effects are shown in
Fig. 3.

A number of factors determine the

optimum shape for the sleeve and effective-
ness of the system. These include the dielec-

tric constant of the sleeve, the diameter of

the probe, the dimensions and configuration

of the cavity, and the moninal field distribu-
tion in the region of the probe. The same
concept could be used on cavities operating
in other than the TEO11 mode that was

used here.
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Experimental Results in

Groove Guide

This correspondence is concerned with

the following developments in low-loss
groove guide:

1)

2)

3)

development of a transducer [1] from
rectangular HIO mode to groove guide

HII (low-loss) mode,

experimental determination of trans-
ducer performance,
experimental verification of the dis-
persion relation and the attenuation

constant obtained from the approxi-

mate theory developed by Ruddy

[2]- [4] and Griemsmann [5] at the

Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn

(PIB).

The mode transducer configuration is

shown in Fig. 1. The inset shows a side view.

The design is based, in some degree, on
experience gained in the development of a
mode transducer for low-loss H-guide [6] at
PIB.

The transition is accomcilished in two
distinct steps. The first step {s a transforma-
tion from rectangular waveguide to a special
groove guide in which the plate separation
b’ in the extra-groove region is smaller than

normal design value. This dimension is

chosen such that the HIO parallel plate mode

will be below cutoff for the highest frequency
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